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< ! Babylon, Mosul - Shaglava,

nree stretches of roud by car; Baghdad -
d - Wadi Tharthar.’

|

2e The road frqm Bagl"xdad to B?.by;.on traverses level country and contains no grades
of any consequence. It has an asphalt surface but no solid base and the surface
is badly bdbroken. There wal no evidence of any attempt to meintain or improve it.
There are some concrete br ‘dges, all. of two-lane width, and adequate for heavy
trucks. The road is only bare two-lane width that will hardly accommodate two

large trucks, but there are good shoulders.

3, The trip sovth wos made via the more dirsct route and the retura via Hindiya

Barrage., The round trip af about 125 miles required fc‘Tur hours.

o i ‘
4. The trip to Wadi Tharthar
Baghdad - Mosul rallway.

markers to guide ‘the wBY.
he was. ‘

i it

‘ & of the Baghlad - Mosul rond being built by o British

Se The road to Samaxra is par
contractor. In late March 1953, only about 57 ¥m north of Baghdad was finished.

It traverses flat territory so has ro grades ang only a few gentle curves. The
f£inished road haes an asphalt: surface and is a full two-lane width., The remainder
of the road to Samarra :Le] |a§hard. packed track, usable all year. It will accom-
modate and is ua:ed by heavy ‘,trucks at all seasons. The trip to Wadi Tharthar

and return was made the s;alunvev day.

ya.a made én the road to Samsrra that follows the
rom Samerrs, we traveled over cpen desert with no
I am still at & loos to xnow how the driver lkuow where

6. The area about Wadl Tharf;ﬁa:rl 415 desert with a loose top soil covering broken,
vehicles under £ull load are apt to lose traction and

sharp edged rocks. Heavy

+he apinnibg wheels will 1:;0_‘:fa.pe away: the top soil, hit the underlying rocks and

cut tires, ofter beyond 1‘~epfair. The best solution is a tire tread design with

no wide spaces guch as are used to get maximum road traction. A design that

approaches & smooth tire pattern will tend to ride over the loose soil.
]

4ono between Baghdad end Samarre.
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8. The road from t{osu.’l. to Erbil is of narrow two-lane wid‘rh with a rough asphalt
; s swface. It crosses a gently 1rolling asricultural. area. c..d has no serious
! ' grades or bad curves. Bridges are low and cross Vacuea that are uwsually dry.
‘ b They are only wide enough for11:wo small vehicles gmd iwill not permit two large
| Co trucks to pass, but they are short and cause no serious bottlenecks. It will
P accommodate heavy transport eif all seasons. |\ .

9. Prom Erbil to Bhaqlawa, the xoad. is of narrow tvol-lane width, part of it with
poor asphalt surface and the 'ba.lance water bound c-lay and gravel. It traverses
a mountainous aree and has lc':g, steep grades and sba.rp curves that require a
truck in good condition and Jell handled to cover 'LtT ;
| |

10. There are no service stationg between Mosul and Shaq_la.wa..

25X1X . B.d{s‘ :Ls taken from a *epc‘)_ X 25X1X

I
Motor Roads in|Irag | i
i i !
12. "Befoxre the fi;"at World Vax,. Iraq_ possessed only ql ¢1nportant motor road;that
betwsen Ba.ghdaq. and Aleppo running parallel with the River Euphrates up to s
Jarablus in lan texrritory. During the Britiah‘occupation, however, many roads ‘
were constructed in all parts of the country for military purposes which were . |
A later developed by the Irag Govarmnen'b , 80 that I:aa has now a total of 7,255 km ' !
! A of roads. ; J i :
f : ' | \ [

| c Baghdad Area ‘ .

L P ] i
13. "Baghdad, the capital of J'.re.q, ‘bullt on the eastexrn a.nd. weatern banks of the ver
Tigris and 5itua.ted. in the cantral area of the country, is the nerve center of | .

S reilvay and ro ‘d transport. nain lines are B&shdad-Ra.mad:!.-Butba. Road to the;
| ; west up to the [Byrian Fvontie.r - 315 kms. : :

i
|

L1k, "All asphalted and platn d::er:z"t route. This rmrt:e] ‘wna ‘firgt staxrted by Nairn
: : brothers in 1923 and is uwsed’ for passenger and sooda transport beotweon this
‘ ; country, Damascus, and Boyrow F. P
Baghdad-Mosul-Tal-Ketchek - 497 kms ]

é _ 115. "The Irag Btate Railways link‘with the Taurusn E:qprqsu and run almost porallel to
i Do an unasphalted rond passing ﬂﬁ.-ough Samarra, an intportant pilgrioage routo. s
: : |
. Baghdad-Baguba-Kirkuk - 239 lous : f :
|l roade o
16. "There is a railroad and & mo or / The xallroad ilg aﬁly uged Lfor the tramportation
of mercantile goods to Kirkuk |and from thence by m tor vehicles for dint*ibutio;: of
goods and material belonging to the Irag Petroleun| c:vmpany as well as some of tpva ) 1
tobacco from the northan aroai carried by the ~ailnra.ya. The motor road is bad and |
only a small po ion of it u.spbalted. Howaver, it taken its fair ghare in the o
transportation Ef tobacco and'mrcantile goods . Tb.‘iy.n‘z'oute is in the Development . o

Board progrem for early \.ons‘cﬁuction. : -

[ !
i | |
|

Baghdad~Khanagin ~ 130 lms 1‘

LT, "The railway here runs very clcl>sa to the Pexaglan frlontier in the east. ALl the| .
' refined oil and| the crude oll |or the Khanagin 011 ﬁ.ompa.ny Lan affiliated cciupany .
" the Irag Petroleum CQmpaxLx7 and goods in *Lra.nai‘t to Iran are transported by .
rail. The motor road which zuns almost parallel t: the rallway line takes its | .. i

own share of the transportatiani . .

CONFIDENTIAL/US CFFICIALS ONLY
Secuxity Informntion“;

| Approved For Release 2000/08/3 0: CIA-RDP80-OP.809A000500130198-6




Approved For élease 2000/08/30 : CIA-RDP81L400809A00050'0130198-6

RN N

25X1A

\ CONF]:DENTIAL/US OFFICIALS (ONLY
i Security Information

‘}'

-3~

i
|
i

__2513 dnd-Karbala-Najaf - 216 lms -

18. "The ﬁ.‘rst part nf this roa.d up to Karbals is sphalted and the rest is plain
ro-d The secona part from Karbale to Najaf is very sandy. These two towns of

Karb and Najaf are holy citlies for the Shid sect of the Moslems. Teas of
thous of pilgrims from all parts of Irag, [Iran, India, and Afghnnisun flowi
in dur the pllgrimage seasons. During these seasons 80 per cent of the buses
in Baghdad switch over to this route; dbut still cannot cope with the congestsd |
sitmtion, and therefore, hund.rede of trucks are recrulted for tJhe purpose. v
i

ﬁ : ~-Kit-Amara Road - kmé

}y‘ |

19. "No ra; l'way connections. There: 18 & motor road which is not in| 3ood. cond.it!.on,
'but 1t 19 the only means of road conveyance for goods and pauonsern from both’
onds. | The river traffic is slow and 1ts use |confined to the winter months when'

l

tho r:.ver loval is high and na.viga‘ble. ] )
i

‘ dad-Basrs Road - 478 lmms

0. "'L'ho Iraql State Rallvays '.\.ink tho Iraqd Porl Basra in the south \d.f.h the Tourus
Emou in the North., The total network to Jel-Kotchek is 978 xms. :Along the|
entire line of this route liss a fertile vhout and barloy grcwins velt. BHere j
‘also,;|along the railway line there is an unagphalted motor rcad, in good coud.iuan.
'I’hl.l roﬁd is used oomaiderably during the fr 1; and vegetable unen&.
. f ‘
|

81. "he major part of tho main roads in the noyth are asphalted, partly for mnitm

nnqm to eate troop movementas by making the mountains ncceunihle to motor traffic
,4:: the eveant of & Kurdich revolt, and partly to facilitate the transportation of

| agrigultural and pastoral products. This dqea aot, however, apply to all rosds,
' ag sgveral hundreds of kilometres are very Tad indeod and become litermy uupulm.e

: ':d\.n'tnc aevere winter conditions. J

g"wm main roads emanating from thie Liwa u.rrt i ‘ j

bil-Xirkuk - 183 lme

23, "Il . hnitod all through. The first [87
' next 96 Jma pass throughi s lavel area. -

&a‘}:ﬁaﬁi-&mga-nashhd -i hOB Jms

24, . 3; “Th.' t:.rlt portion up to a d.iacmca of 1l4|lone pasaocd Bhargat is l.lyhclted. f’mu
rminins part of about 291+ km through Bamarra to Baghdad tl unpaved and urﬂ:r
l

I
i

] pasa through axJun.J.l hina, h\w;uu
: [
|

i

-1

C,uphalted but mouqtainéua road,

i , ‘ |

|| MopuleZakho - 114 lams ‘J ! .

1‘, I
‘; ‘

nIg slso asphalted dbut mountainous.

i

are several divisions of truck roads ovur 600 xms lo'm leading to |
uch as Makhmuary, 99kma , - Bhekhan, 76 ims,

"There
agricultural and fruit growing districts

Ag,"’u., 85 xma, and Tall-Afar, 117 kmmse- |
é 3esides 1its very extensive| oll fields, Kirku.-: iz a patentisl.

:l.eultuz'ni ares and an importont link with the famouso tobacco growing fields of
simaxdys Liwa, Xirkuk has a railway sonnection with Bngh(}ad vhich is also linked
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with Erbil now, and ‘the main motor rou‘t'%es are:

Kirkuk - Sulaimaniysa - 115 lms asl‘aphalta?d but mourtainous E
; Kirkuk - Erbil - 96 xms asphalted 3 S
‘ Kirkuk - Baghdad = - 239 kms -|See under Baghdad g -
: Kirkuk - Koy-SanJa.k( - 168 kms -|A tobacco growing area, vVery rough track road -

‘ |
Sulaimaniya Area : | |
i P I i
29, "This Liwa supplied| 95 per cent ]of the! tobacco consumed in the country and is also
an important agricultural area. : ;

l

| | i :
30. "Tts main roads to ithe sarrounding villages mostly to the tobacco growing areas
is las followss : i
; o
Sulaimaniyan - Kirkuk - 115 lms
o .
31. “Asphalted, mountainous, and bumpy at places.

z |

Sulaimard . Mirza Rustem - Bunkard |- 10L lms

| LY

|
|
i
|
%

32, "Ajéphalted and mountainous.

Sulaimsniysh - Sayid Sadek - Penjwin - 145 ms

33. "A.‘I.l aoletéd except the first| portion of 2k kms.

Suleimaniysh - Xharmal - 85 kms
34, "Only a portion of 20 kms u.sphailted. !

i
|

|
| | | ‘
Splajpapiysh - fayid Sadek - Halabja - 75 kms |
! : ! \

, - 35. "Only the first portion of 24 kjms not
! | ‘ |

|

|

|

i

asphalted.
|

! Sulaimaniyah - .ga.ra Dagh - 48 ¥ms
“36. "Rough, eton& track road. ‘

Dulaim Liwa [Ramadil i

! Eo ! ] P ‘

371. "Ramadi is on the ‘Bashdad-nut'bq.h-nmceus mtox:' road, uitmtefl on the River
Buphrates. It:is 'a pastoral and agricultural aree o? considerable value. Ramadl
has assursd o considerable importence firstly because of this motor road, secondly
because of its proximity to the RAF 8tation, Habbaniyah, and, ‘¢hirdly, because of

E the Habbaniyah Flood Relief eaTapo. | 1 ,

| | ! ! |
] ; . | | .

38. "fhe only other motor road in this Liva besides the Rutbah-Damscus Road, is very

rough stony rosd jeading to Hit, Faditha, Anal and from thonce to Hagsiba 307 kms o

I
i
|

i
t
[

near the Syrien frontier ot Abu Kamal.

Filla Area | = j | !

! P : 3 j

39. "This Liwa is oD the River Euphrates and is an important agriiultural, pastoral, '
fruit and vegetable growing area only 10 kms from the ruins of Babylon and 23 Ims

from Kish of the Chaldeans, bd‘ah of great historical and archaological value. ‘
40. It is on the Baghdad-Basre railvay and motor road, 112 kms avay from Baghdad south-
werds. Its other important roads are: ‘
- : . ! i .A N
i Ay

i 1
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2,

.

4k,

»5.

k6,

Eills Xartala
*Karbala is a holr city of]
unasphalted, stony, and

miln-gi_t_l-mg-nnqat

|
the ‘;Shiu 8ect of the uonlema.
ved,
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This 56 kms road is

|

“The last terminus is another vw.'y important pusfimge center. 86 kms from

H1lla. This road 4is unas

Eilla-Has ~Divani.

ted and level ron

Uneaphal
during the vintqr months,

Anara Avea

"Amara ic a grain and rice
is no rallway connection

p":-r iing center,

th: ‘any adjoining district.
and Baghdad are unpaved mﬁ%c&‘r

ted and unpaved.

HITE
cler‘tun portions subJect to quick deterioration

It is only 194 kms rrom Basra, . There

Its motor roads to Basra

tain portionn very rouah

Nasiriyd. Avea * , t ‘ }
[T J
"Nasiriyei: 1s situated 2‘0&:1: to tho north of Basra. There is & railway cone
nsction and a motor rosd vhich 1{; not paved, but in good condition.
N l : ]
i &§§¥11
oot v oo e
B B ot i
Beghdad 100,420 ’ 191,heo
w 1u2,6'ﬁ§§ ]; 77,000 o,ggg
Dulate 598,420 | 513,300
,87?§. : 187,180
Diveniya llo‘ ! 419,550
k1,7 / § L 6i
Mantafik N 90,270
ABarah ﬁ : — L2
1in ! 391,750 464§, 355
Recapitulation: Tom -'%3;5 ,§75 ‘ | ‘ ‘
Asphalted » \
lzi‘:n;:lpmted ?; : ‘ 1
(3
;{r' osal has been put forward by the Public Works

"Plans for Development:

Dowtlont for the asphalting

24vs yoavs with o loan of

conmpi'r

Feurit

or, an add.itionr. 2,700 kms during the next

for
15,800',000 Dinu-n from tl'.a Da—a-mn Boards."
1
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